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He had been evolving the main scheme of the " Idylls of the King " at different periods during the last twenty years and more: the Morte d'Arthur episode had appeared in the volume of 1842. He resumed the plan with " Merlin and Nimue " (called " Vivien ") in February; and in the " Forest of Broceliande " are many reminiscences of what was now the near scenery of the New Forest1. This Idyll was finished by March 3ist, and " Geraint and Enid " begun on April i6th.
Meantime for daily exercise he planted trees and shrubs; rolled the lawn and dug in the kitchen garden, taking all the while a loving note of Nature. Thus as he was digging one day a well-known line formed itself:
As careful robins eye the delver's toil.
Farringford being now his property, the Twickenham furniture was brought over to the new home. As it was unpacked, my father's eye was struck by a certain crimson-covered sofa and some oak chairs grouped together in the farmyard in front of the old thatched farmstead and the ivy-covered wall through which the kitchen garden is entered. " What a picture it would make!" he said; repeating his new song in " Enid," that then for the first time came to him:
Turn fortune, turn thy wheel and lower the proud.
Presently, within doors, while the books were being sorted and rearranged, all imaginable things strewed over the drawing-room floor, and the chairs and tables in wild disarray, Prince Albert called. He had driven over suddenly from Osborne. The parlour-maid went to the front door, heard the Prince's name announced, and, being bewildered and not knowing into what room to show him, stood stock still; so the Equerry, I have been told, took
1 On one occasion he stayed in the New Forest with his friend, the well-known ornithologist, Lord Lilford, in order to observe the bird-life there.